
O’Neal Cancer Research Seminar Series 2024-2025 

Subject to change 

In-person seminars will be held in WTI 101, with a limited number of boxed lunches available. 

Date Speaker 
Speaker’s 
Academic/Institutional Title 

Location 
O’Neal 
Research 
Program 

9/6/2024 
Smita Bhatia, 
MD 

Distinguished Professor, 
Department of Pediatrics,  
Division of Hematology/Oncology, 
UAB 

WTI 101 CCPS 

9/13/2024 
Anne Willis, 
PhD  

Professor, 
MRC Toxicology Unit 
University of Cambridge, 
United Kingdom 

Zoom CBI 

9/20/2024 
Peiwen Chen, 
PhD  

Assistant Professor,  
Northwestern University 

Zoom NO 

9/27/2024 
Isabel Scarinci, 
PhD  

Professor,  
Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology,  
UAB 

WTI 101 CCPS 

10/4/2024 
Yanis 
Boumber, MD 

Associate Professor,  
Department of Medicine,  
Division of Hematology and 
Oncology,  
UAB 

WTI 101 ET 

10/11/2024 
Nikhil Joshi, 
PhD  

Associate Professor,  
Department of Immunology,  
Yale University 

WTI 101 CBI 

10/25/2024 
Areej El-
Jawahri, MD  

Associate Professor of Medicine, 
Massachusetts General Hospital 

WTI 101 CCPS 

11/1/2024 
Jianjun Gao, 
MD, PhD 

Associate Professor,  
Department of Genitourinary 
Medical Oncology,  
Division of Cancer Medicine,  
The University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center 

Zoom CBI 

11/8/2024 Ronit Elk, PhD  

Professor,  
Department of Medicine,  
Division of 
Gerontology/Geriatrics/Palliative 
Care,  
UAB 

WTI 101 CCPS 

11/15/2024 
Michael Evans, 
PhD  

Professor,  
Department of Radiology, 
University of California, San 
Francisco 

WTI 101 ET 

https://scholars.uab.edu/2954-smita-bhatia
https://scholars.uab.edu/2954-smita-bhatia
https://www.mrc-tox.cam.ac.uk/staff/anne-willis-obe
https://www.mrc-tox.cam.ac.uk/staff/anne-willis-obe
https://sites.northwestern.edu/chenlab/
https://sites.northwestern.edu/chenlab/
https://scholars.uab.edu/466-isabel-scarincisearles
https://scholars.uab.edu/466-isabel-scarincisearles
https://scholars.uab.edu/18994-yanis-boumber
https://scholars.uab.edu/18994-yanis-boumber
https://medicine.yale.edu/immuno/profile/nikhil-joshi/
https://medicine.yale.edu/immuno/profile/nikhil-joshi/
https://www.massgeneral.org/doctors/19647/areej-el-jawahri
https://www.massgeneral.org/doctors/19647/areej-el-jawahri
https://faculty.mdanderson.org/profiles/jianjun_gao.html
https://faculty.mdanderson.org/profiles/jianjun_gao.html
https://scholars.uab.edu/6314-ronit-elk
https://radiology.ucsf.edu/research/labs/evans
https://radiology.ucsf.edu/research/labs/evans


12/13/2024 
Dimitris G. 
Placantonakis, 
MD, PhD  

Associate Professor,  
Department of Neurosurgery,  
New York University Grossman 
School of Medicine 

WTI 101 NO 

1/3/2025 
Harrison Kim, 
PhD  

Professor,  
Department of Radiology,  
UAB 

WTI 101 ET 

1/10/2025 
Blossom 
Damania, PhD 

Boshamer Distinguished 
Professor,  
Department of Microbiology and 
Immunology,  
University of North Carolina 
School of Medicine 

WTI 101 CBI 

1/17/2025 
Aria Vaishnavi, 
PhD  

Assistant Professor,  
Department of Cancer Biology, 
University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center 

WTI 101 ET 

1/24/2025 
Manish Aghi, 
MD, PhD 

Professor,  
Department of Neurological 
Surgery,  
University of California, San 
Francisco 

WTI 101 NO 

1/31/2025 
Irfan Asangani, 
PhD 

Associate Professor,  
Department of Cancer Biology, 
Perelman School of Medicine, 
University of Pennsylvania 

Zoom CBI 

2/7/2025 
Oliver Sartor, 
MD 

Department of Oncology,  
Division of Medical Oncology, 
Mayo Clinic 

WTI 101 ET  

2/14/2025 
Costas 
Lyssiotis, PhD 

Associate Professor,  
Departments of Molecular and 
Integrative Physiology and Internal 
Medicine,  
University of Michigan Medical 
School 

WTI 101 CBI 

2/21/2025 
John Hays, 
MD, PhD 

Assistant Professor,  
Department of Internal Medicine, 
The Ohio State University 

WTI 101 ET 

2/28/2025 
Vikas Dudeja, 
MD 

Professor,  
Department of Surgery,  
UAB 

WTI 101 ET 

3/7/2025 
Deliang Guo, 
PhD  

Professor,  
Department of Radiation 
Oncology,  
The Ohio State University 

WTI 101 NO 

3/14/2025 
Peter Fecci, 
MD, PhD 

Professor, 
Department of Neurosurgery, 
Duke University 

WTI 101 NO 

https://nyulangone.org/doctors/1174780498/dimitris-g-placantonakis
https://nyulangone.org/doctors/1174780498/dimitris-g-placantonakis
https://nyulangone.org/doctors/1174780498/dimitris-g-placantonakis
https://scholars.uab.edu/224-harrison-kim
https://scholars.uab.edu/224-harrison-kim
https://www.med.unc.edu/microimm/directory/blossom-a-damania/
https://www.med.unc.edu/microimm/directory/blossom-a-damania/
https://faculty.mdanderson.org/profiles/aria_vaishnavi.html
https://faculty.mdanderson.org/profiles/aria_vaishnavi.html
https://profiles.ucsf.edu/manish.aghi
https://profiles.ucsf.edu/manish.aghi
https://www.med.upenn.edu/apps/faculty/index.php/g275/p8862482
https://www.med.upenn.edu/apps/faculty/index.php/g275/p8862482
https://www.mayoclinic.org/biographies/sartor-alton-o-m-d/bio-20548417
https://www.mayoclinic.org/biographies/sartor-alton-o-m-d/bio-20548417
https://medicine.umich.edu/dept/molecular-integrative-physiology/costas-lyssiotis-phd
https://medicine.umich.edu/dept/molecular-integrative-physiology/costas-lyssiotis-phd
https://cancer.osu.edu/find-a-doctor/search-physician-directory/john-l-hays
https://cancer.osu.edu/find-a-doctor/search-physician-directory/john-l-hays
https://scholars.uab.edu/16714-vikas-dudeja
https://scholars.uab.edu/16714-vikas-dudeja
https://cancer.osu.edu/find-a-researcher/search-researcher-directory/deliang-guo
https://cancer.osu.edu/find-a-researcher/search-researcher-directory/deliang-guo
https://www.dukehealth.org/find-doctors-physicians/peter-e-fecci-md-phd
https://www.dukehealth.org/find-doctors-physicians/peter-e-fecci-md-phd


3/21/2025 
Shu-Bing Qian, 
PhD  

Professor,  
Division of Nutritional Sciences, 
Cornell University 

WTI 101 CBI 

4/4/2025 
Howard Alan 
Fine, MD  

Professor 
Department of Neurology 
Cornell University 

Zoom NO 

4/11/2025 
PARTRIDGE 

LECTURE 

Funmi 
Olopade, MD 

Walter L. Palmer Distinguished 
Service Professor of Medicine, 
Professor of Human Genetics, 
University of Chicago 

WTI 101  

4/18/2025 
Risha Gidwani, 
PhD  

Associate Professor, 
University of Colorado Denver, 
Anschutz Medical Campus 

WTI 101 CCPS 

4/25/2025 
Sriram Veneti, 
MD, PhD 

Assistant Professor,  
Department of Pathology 
University of Michigan Medical 
School 

WTI 101 NO 

5/2/2025 
Paul Juarez, 
PhD  

Professor,  
Department of Family and 
Community Medicine,  
Meharry Medical College 

WTI 101 CCPS 

5/9/2025 
Jennifer Ligibel, 
MD 

Associate Professor,  
Department of Medical Oncology, 
Harvard Medical School 

WTI 101 CCPS 

5/16/2025 
Barbara Gower, 
PhD 

Professor and Chair,  
Department of Nutrition Sciences, 
UAB 

WTI 101 
CCPS 
 

 

https://www.human.cornell.edu/people/sq38
https://www.human.cornell.edu/people/sq38
https://vivo.weill.cornell.edu/display/cwid-haf9016
https://vivo.weill.cornell.edu/display/cwid-haf9016
https://www.uchicagomedicine.org/find-a-physician/physician/olufunmilayo-i-olopade
https://www.uchicagomedicine.org/find-a-physician/physician/olufunmilayo-i-olopade
https://profiles.ucdenver.edu/display/44332530
https://profiles.ucdenver.edu/display/44332530
https://medicine.umich.edu/dept/cmb/sriram-venneti-md-phd
https://medicine.umich.edu/dept/cmb/sriram-venneti-md-phd
https://home.mmc.edu/school-of-medicine/school-of-medicine-faculty/clinical-sciences-faculty/
https://home.mmc.edu/school-of-medicine/school-of-medicine-faculty/clinical-sciences-faculty/
https://cmecatalog.hms.harvard.edu/faculty-staff/jennifer-ligibel
https://cmecatalog.hms.harvard.edu/faculty-staff/jennifer-ligibel
https://scholars.uab.edu/1854-barbara-gower
https://scholars.uab.edu/1854-barbara-gower

